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listening only nonchalantly. The Lord noticed this and
said that as she was not paying full attention to the
important things discoursed by him, she should be born
in the fisherman's community. The Goddess lamented
this and the Lord asssured Her that she would be born
to the Idng of Fishermen and that He (The Lord) would in
due course come to wed her,

Ganapthi and Subramanya, the sons of the Lord
were greatly perturbed by this and they in their frenzy
considered the books of the vedas to be the cause of the
trouble and threw the offending books into the sea. The
Lord took Nandhikeswara to task for having allowed
Vinayaka and Subramanya to go to him without knowing
his convenience and cursed him to become a shark in
the sea. Any curse on Ganapathi would recoil on Him
(The Lord) and hence the Lord did not impose any curse
on Ganapathi. Subramanya was cursed to become the
dumb son of a merchant

There was a place called Paakam on the
Eastern seashore of Pandya kingdom. It' was inhabited
by fishermen and their king was a great devotee of Lord
Siva. He had no children. One day, when he went to the
sea for fishing, he found a girl child lying under a tree on
the seashore and crying. He picked it up with great joy
and handed it over to his wife saying that it was the gift
of the Lord. His wife brought up the child very
affectionately and adorned it with various jewels. The
child grew to be a girl and was always meditating on Lord
Siva. Nandhikeswara became a shark in the sea as
ordained by the Lord and frequently caused a lot of
havoc to the Fishermen's boats sailing in the sea. The
king of the fishermen took considerable pains to catch